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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEPREGMASS 

SUBJECT: GAMASY STATEMENT ON AIRCRAFT DEAL 

SUMMARY: GAMASY STATEMENT ON F-5 PACKAGE STRIKES 
BALANCED POSE BETWEEN "POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE" OF DEAL 
AND ULTIMATE MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE OF NEW RELATIONSHIP 
WITH U.S. WHILE NOTING THAT F-5'S WILL ADVANCE EGYPT'S 
DIVERSIFICATION PROGRAM, GAMASY STRESSED THAT AIR FORCE 
WILL CONTINUE TO RELY ON FRENCH MIRAGES AND TO USE 
SOVIET-SUPPLIED MIG'S. GAMASY STATEMENT APPEARS TO BE 
ATTEMPT TO PUT F-5'S IN REALISTIC PERSPECTIVE AND TO 
REASSURE SOVIET TRAINED EGYPTIAN MILITARY OFFICIALS 
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THAT NASCENT ARMS RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S. WILL NOT 
PREJUDICE THEIR POSITION WITHIN EGYPTIAN MILITARY. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . STATEMENT BY MINWAR GAMASY MAY 17 ON EGYPTIAN 

ACQUISITION OF F-5 AIRCRAFT EXTENSIVELY 

COVERED IN MAY 18 MEDIA, RECEIVING BANNER HEADLINE IN 
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AKHBAR. GAMASY, IN ADDRESS TO GRADUATING AIR CADETS 
AETER TRAINING ON MIG-2 1 'S UNDERLINED "HIGH POLITICAL 
SIGNIEICANCE" OF AIRCRAFT DEAL AND PREDICTED 
THAT F-5'S WILL RAISE EGYPT'S OVERALL AIR STRENGTH. 

GAMASY NOTED THAT, DESPITE ACQUISITION OF 50 F-5 AIR- 
CRAFT, EGYPT'S STRATEGY WILL REMAIN BASED "PRIMARILY ON 
RELIANCE UPON FRENCH-MADE MIRAGE." NOR DOES F-5 DEAL 
MEAN, ACCORDING TO GAMASY, THAT EGYPT WOULD SOON DISCARD 
SOVIET-MADE MIG-17 AND 21, BUT WOULD USE THEM UNTIL THEY 
BECOME INOPERABLE. "EGYPT ENTERED OCTOBER WAR WITH 
SOVIET AIRCRAFT, SOVIET AIRCRAFT WORK WELL AND CAN 
STILL BE USED." ACQUISITION OF AMERICAN F-5'S RE- 
PRESENTS SUCCESS OF GOE POLICY OF DIVERSIFYING 
ARMAMENT SOURCES, BUT THIS POLICY HAD BEEN ADOPTED 
LONG BEFORE AGREEMENT ON F-5'S. GAMASY ADMITTED 
SOVIET ARMS BAN HAD AFFECTED EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE, 

DESPITE ACQUISITION OF MIRAGES. F-5'S WILL SOON 
"COMPLETE AIR FORCE PICTURE", ALLOWING AIR FORCE TO 
REMAIN STRONG AND BATTLE READY. GAMASY PRAISED EGYPTIAN 
AIR FORCE PERSONNEL AND NOTED THAT AIR FORCE HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO ABSORB MIRAGES IN "RECORD TIME OF THREE YEARS. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE GAMASY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF F-5'S, HIS ADDRESS TO GRADUA- 
TING CADETS APPEARS PRIMARILY EFFORT TO PUT F-5 DEAL 
INTO MILITARY PERSPECTIVE FOR POSSIBLY SKEPTICAL ARMED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 CAIRO 13 193 I90946Z 

FORCES. AFTER RECENT PUBLICITY BELITTLING F-5 IN 
COMPARISON TO F-I5'S AND SADAT'S TERMING F-5 "TENTH 
RATE AIRCRAFT ", IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT FOR GAMASY 
TO ENTHUSE OVER F-5 PACKAGE WITHOUT QUALIFICATIONS. 

FACT THAT GAMASY'S REMARKS MADE TO GRADUA- 
TING CADETS AT MIG-21 BASE MAY NOT BE COINCIDENCE. HE 
MAY HAVE WISHED TO REASSURE MILITARY PERSONNEL TRAINED 
IN SOVIET UNION OR ON SOVIET EQUIPMENT THAT NASCENT 
MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S. WILL NOT PREJUDICE 
THEIR STANDING. MATTHEWS 
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